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vites and commands 1 inforced and provisi “Ivylhe
rudcrsmahmbﬂlhuwbdge.h“lmlhahmand:mmc are
among our most precious objects; possessed and tended they make a faich
possible,

These remarks about Aiken's Boston and Cambridge would be an idle if
agreeable commonplace if they were not, as I think, in analogy 1o the intense
intimacy of his local knowledge and the flood of creative observation in the
psychological territory—the strangely inhabited inscapes—of his novels. 1 do
not mean that Aiken gives us the soul of Baston and Cambridge, only that he
has a psychic territory—among many possible ones—of his own in which we
ﬁndmpanafomdmlwiﬂmnyahnmhmmmmn We are in
the two terri her, and 25 our of one affects our aware-
ness of the other, wﬂnmmmmmﬂyumud:o&msm
tours, They place each other and the place is a new place, and a place which is
changing every minute, Every stop turns out to be a way station which we
will reach again tomorow or next year or in some more ancient repetition of
pattern of memory and expectation than we yet know,

The place is changing every minute, whether in Cambridge or in the way
stations of the psyche; and indeed the names of the novels insist on the
dnngeBhrVW Great Circle, King Coffin, A Heart for the Gods of Mexico,

jone. All invoke j ys, and no pause may be more than a sojourn.
Emammwheapodow.mbednmummmmw
in the exchanges of the speakers; the ing of the 1 quendal along
the consequent pattern. The form is very old in our accounts of the novel. It
ulhemmlmamafdtfwmuﬁlhdtmn:rialdmmku&ninnmdm
The form is the pi the al that of p logy, or the conditions
ofhfewhdupunmhrpqdﬂugypoma Let uz call the eomsbination the
Peychological Picaresque; it may not be the right name (for the right name is
always receding, always secret), but it is an indication of what goes on in these
mnk.DMmhwmmemckymmﬂnyuﬂmdmmhw
in each of them a pic 3 or, which I take to be the
lesser mode, awofﬁemofmmm Conscience would
seem the better term because there is always in these novels a striking
her, a clutching B‘ even if there is not a uniting, of what &
known. Itis i i that can make or follow a pattern;
Mnlwdﬂtmhhmnﬂmmm&rdﬁm&of
self or love in our blue voyage along the great circle of conversation. One
does not know if it is the voyage or the great circle that never ends.
In Blue Voyoge we have as windows to love and to the self, the psychology
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